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WWF-Romania is seeking qualified applicants to support the monitoring and evaluation of the European bison population as part of the LIFE with Bison project

Project name: Increasing the viability of the European bison population and achieving successful coexistence in the Southwestern Carpathians, Romania
LIFE22-NAT-NL-LIFE with Bison/project no. 101114088
Terms of Reference

Services provided 01.07.2026-31.06.2028
1. Monitoring and evaluation of the European bison population in the Țarcu Mountains
a. Monitoring framework development and continuous updated
Ongoing refinement of the monitoring framework for the reintroduced European bison population in the Țarcu Mountains, with a focus on:
· Estimating population size, genetic diversity, and overall health
· Assessing bison movement patterns, habitat use and preferences, and home range
· Evaluating the ecological impact of the bison’s reintroduction, including effects on wildlife, vegetation, habitat structure, and landscape mosaics
· Monitoring damage to public and private property caused by bison and evaluating the effectiveness of implemented coexistence measures
b. Genetic monitoring
· Estimating population size and structure through spatial genetic capture–recapture analysis in 2027, considering the outcomes of the former survey conducted in 2024
· Assessing genetic diversity through laboratory analysis of biological samples in collaboration with Senckenberg Institute
· Maintaining and updating the genetic database of the European bison in the Țarcu Mountains, including a complete list of reintroduced individuals
c. Movement ecology and habitat use analysis of European bison
· Defining bison home ranges using telemetry (GPS collar data) and complementary field tracking methods
· Integrating movement data with vegetation maps and socio-economic datasets to assess bison effects on habitat and landscape dynamics
· Mapping habitat types and vegetation structure using satellite imagery

2. Carrying capacity study
· Designing and guiding a structured sampling framework across habitat types and bison density gradients (including control areas with no bison presence)
· Assessing landscape changes to inform the ecological and social carrying capacity of the reintroduction area
Deliverables
	Number
	Deliverable
	Deadline
	Type
	Details

	D.1.
	Study on the diet of European bison and other sympatric large herbivores
	01.06.2027
	Word document
	A comprehensive report.


	D.2.
	Study on European bison home-range size
	01.06.2027
	Word document
	A comprehensive report.
Estimated bison ranges, from field tracking and information obtained from local people.

	D.3.
	Study on European bison population size in Țarcu Mountains in 2027
	01.06.2028
	Word document
	A comprehensive report.


	D.4.
	Updated genetic database, including a full inventory of reintroduced individuals
	31.06.2028
	Excel document
	A comprehensive report on DNA analyses and results. Electronic format, English language

	D.5.
	Report on the size, genetics, and health of the Țarcu bison population
	31.06.2028
	Word document
	Comprehensive report on the size, genetics and health of the Tarcu bison population, based on data collected in T7.1. Electronic format, English language

	D.6.
	Report on Bison ecology
	31.06.2028
	Word document
	Comprehensive report on bison ecology, including diet, habitat use, movement, and ecological impacts on vegetation and landscape mosaics, and other species (from T7.2 and T3.6). Electronic format, English language

	D.7.
	Ecological and social carrying capacity study
	31.06.2028
	Word document
	A comprehensive report. Electronic format, English language

	D.8. T3.5. 
	Developing improved monitoring protocols for the bison population
	01.03.2028
	Word document
	Reports regarding populations size, genetic diversity and health of the bison. European bison movement, habitat use and preference and home range .Ecological impact of the bison's comeback (e.g., impact on wildlife, vegetation, landscape mosaics), including damage to public and private property from the bison (and the effectiveness of coexistence interventions)

	D.9.
T3.6.
	Carrying capacity study
	31.06.2028
	Word document
	Provide an end-of-project overview report of the bison’s ecological and social impact.

	D10.
M28
	Population size estimate
	31.06.2028
	Word document
	Population size estimates & population structure obtained by DNA analyses and other data. Report based on DNA analyses and other data

	D.11.
	Contribution with the interpretation of the newly collected data and research to the technical sections of the European bison monitoring report for years 2027, 2028, 2029 (with data from previous year)
	01.02.2027
01.02.2028
31.06.2028
	Word document
	Assessment of European bison impact in the Tarcu Mountains Natura 2000 site Electronic format.
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