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Forests at the Heart of Europe’s Green
Investment Future

A Common Stand for Dedicated and Fair Financial Support
for Europe’s Forests

Manifesto

Intro

We, stakeholders from across public, private, academic, and civic sectors, united by a shared
understanding of the strategic importance of forests, stand together behind a coherent and
forward-looking vision for Europe’s future.

For the first time, Europe’s forest stewards, landowners, timber producers, conservationists,
forest and protected area managers, researchers, educators, artists, craftsmen and artisans,
representative of local communities and civil society speak with one voice: we call for a
transformational shift in how the European Union values, invests in, and sustains its forests.

Forests must no longer be treated as a footnote in the EU’s green transition. They are its
foundation. Europe’s forests require immediate and strategic, dedicated, and fair financial support
to unlock their full potential — in climate action, biodiversity conservation, and sustainable
economic growth — and their place at the heart of the EU’s green investment agenda must be
secured.

We call for a dedicated and fair financial framework that empowers forests to contribute fully to
Europe’s competitiveness, climate resilience, and sustainability.

Forests: A Strategic Pillar for Europe's
Green Transition

Europe’s forests are more than natural resources — they are essential in achieving the European
Union’s long-term ambitions for green transition, competitiveness, and climate resilience. They
deliver indispensable ecosystem services — from carbon neutrality, safeguarding biodiversity,
water source protection, and natural disaster risk mitigation. Forests also underpin human health
and well-being, cultural identity, and provide nature-based solutions that enrich quality of life —
through education, recreation, tourism and connection with nature. At the same time, forests
generate sustainable livelihoods, fuel innovation, and support the development of rural and
forest-dependent regions across the Union.

Yet despite their far-reaching contributions, forests remain undervalued and underfunded. The
current EU funding architecture does not adequately reflect the full ecological, economic, and
social importance of sustainable forest management. Despite covering over 43.5% of the EU’s
territory, forests and other wooded land receive a disproportionately small share of direct
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investment — a mismatch that fails to account for the essential public services they provide and
the growing responsibilities they are expected to shoulder. Their contributions are too often taken
for granted, while the efforts, costs, and obligations involved in sustainable forest management
are not sufficiently acknowledged or supported through dedicated, equitable and coherent
funding mechanisms.

This underinvestment has serious consequences. Without adequate, coherent, and long-term
financial backing, the EU may significantly weaken its ability to meet biodiversity, climate, and
rural development goals. Equally alarming, it risks eroding its competitiveness and long-term
economic resilience. A failure to invest in forest-based solutions would mean turning away from
one of the EU’s most powerful levers for sustainable growth — and forfeiting global leadership in
bio-based economy, green innovation, and future-oriented industries. Just as critically,
insufficient attention to forests risks leaving rural and forest-dependent regions behind.

As the EU prepares its next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF), the time has come to
reposition forests as a strategic pillar of Europe’s future.

Resilient Forests — Resilient Bioeconomies:
Two Sides of the Same Coin

A resilient, future-ready Europe depends on the health of its forests and the strength of the
bioeconomies they support. These are not separate ambitions — they are interdependent.

Forest-based bioeconomies turn sustainable forest managementinto economic and social value.
By anchoring innovation in local processing and high-value supply chains, they create quality
jobs, support diversification, and strengthen the economic fabric of rural and forest-dependent
regions. This is essential to ensuring territorial cohesion and making the green transition fair and
inclusive — so that no person or region is left behind.

At the same time, forest-based innovation offers Europe a chance to rebalance its trade and
economic structure, building on its traditional expertise and global leadership in high value-added
bio-based solutions — from engineered wood and green chemistry to sustainable construction,
packaging, and advanced biomaterials.

But realizing this potential requires targeted investments and enabling conditions for forest
regions to modernize, diversify, and scale their contributions. Neglecting this link would mean
missing a strategic lever for Europe’s prosperity, social stability, and global competitiveness.

What We Call For

To unlock the full potential of forests as a strategic asset for Europe’s green transition, we
respectfully urge European institutions and national governments to take decisive action in the
next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) and beyond:

e Create a dedicated EU financing mechanism for forests reflecting the key value for
climate stability, biodiversity, and economic resilience. Forests must be treated on par
with other strategic sectors such as energy, agriculture, and strategic industries in the
Union’s policy and investment frameworks.
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Formally recognize forests as a strategic sector for Europe’s future — integral to
achieving the EU’s renewed competitiveness agenda, as outlined in the Draghi Report —
positioning them as drivers of innovation, sustainability, and rural development, while also
delivering on the EU Green Deal, the Nature Restoration Law, and climate neutrality goals.

Implement fair, transparent, and performance-based compensation schemes for
forest owners and administrators who actively contribute to ecosystem protection,
restoration, climate adaptation and sustainable practices aligned with closer to nature
forest management.

Support a just transition for forest-dependent communities, particularly those
impacted by specific restrictions linked to nature protection, recognizing that their
livelihoods are tied to downstream forest-based value chains. This includes targeted
investments in forest-driven bioeconomies and green value chains, enabling local
diversification and ensuring no region is left behind.

Invest in a competitive and sustainable forest-based circular bioeconomy that drives
rural employment, fosters innovation in green technologies, enhances the EU's strategic
autonomy, and strengthens EU leadership within top-end value-added wooden product
supply industries in middle-high and high-end market segments.

Mainstream forest priorities across all relevant EU funding instruments, ensuring
measurable targets, territorial equity and cohesion, and tailored support that reflects the
diverse landscapes, management models, and socio-economic realities across Member
States.

A Smart, Fair, and Forward-Looking
EU Investment Approach

Forests vary widely across Europe — ecologically, economically, and socially — yet current
funding frameworks overlook this diversity and their strategic relevance. This disconnect limits
the EU’s ability to meet its broader objectives and exacerbates territorial disparities.

In a united Europe, common challenges require collective action and coordinated efforts to
ensure a stronger, more coherent, and sustainable response. To fully realize the potential of
forests, EU investment must evolve. We need a funding approach that is:

Strategic and performance-based, focused on delivering measurable outcomes in
sustainability, resilience, and innovation.

Territorially responsive, reflecting the unique realities of different forest landscapes
and communities.

Fair and future-oriented, recognizing past efforts while enabling long-term
commitments to sustainable forest management.
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Let Us Act Now

Time is running out to secure the future of Europe’s forests. In absence of substantial, dedicated
and coherent investment, we risk losing our most valuable natural infrastructure — left to degrade
under the burden of neglect and unmet promises.

A strategic and balanced EU funding architecture for forests is not just an option — it is a
necessity for reinforcing Europe’s leadership in the global green transition, enhancing social
cohesion, and ensuring prosperity for generations to come.

We call on all European institutions, national governments and relevant stakeholders — from
European to local level — to ensure forests are not overlooked but empowered through a
dedicated, fair, and forward-looking financial commitment.

Investing together in forests means investing in a prosperous future for Europe!

Bucharest, May 2025

Signed by:
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Padurile pilon central
al viitorului investitiilor verzi in Europa

O pozitie comuna pentru un sprijin financiar dedicat
si echitabil pentru padurile Europei

Manifest

Introducere

Noi, partile interesate din sectoarele public, privat, academic si civic, uniti de intelegerea comuna
a importantei strategice a padurilor, sustinem impreuna o viziune coerenta si orientata spre viitor
pentru Europa.

Pentru prima data, proprietarii de terenuri forestiere, industria forestiera, organizatii de mediu,
administratori de paduri si de arii protejate, cercetatori, educatori, artisti, mestesugari,
reprezentanti ai comunitatilor locale si ai societatii civile din intreaga Europa vorbesc pe o singura
voce: solicitdm o schimbare profundain modulin care Uniunea Europeana valorizeaza, investeste
si sprijind durabil padurile.

Padurile nu mai pot fi tratate ca o nota de subsol in tranzitia verde a UE — ele sunt fundamentul
acesteia. Padurile Europei au nevoie de un sprijin financiar imediat, strategic, dedicat si echitabil
pentru a-si debloca intregul potential — in actiunea pentru clima, conservarea biodiversitatii si
cresterea economica durabild — si pentru a-si ocupa locul central in agenda europeana pentru
investitii verzi.

Solicitam un cadru financiar dedicat si echitabil care sa permita padurilor sa contribuie pe deplin
la competitivitatea, rezilienta climatica si sustenabilitatea Europei.

Padurile: un pilon strategic al tranzitiei verzi europene

Padurile Europei sunt mai mult decét resurse naturale — ele sunt esentiale pentru atingerea
obiectivelor pe termen lung ale Uniunii Europene privind tranzitia verde, competitivitatea si
rezilienta climatica. Ele furnizeaza servicii ecosistemice indispensabile — de la neutralitatea
carbonului, protectia biodiversitatii si a surselor de apa, pana la reducerea riscurilor asociate
dezastrelor naturale.



Mai 2025 - Padurile pilon central al viitorului investitiilor verzi in Europa — Romanian version

Padurile sustin sanatatea si bunastarea umana, identitatea culturala si ofera solutii bazate pe
natura care imbunatatesc calitatea vietii — prin educatie, recreere, turism si reconectarea cu
natura. In acelasi timp, padurile genereaza mijloace de trai sustenabile, stimuleaza inovatia si
sprijina dezvoltarea regiunilor rurale si dependente de padure din intreaga Uniune.

Totusi, In ciuda contributiilor lor semnificative, padurile sunt in continuare subevaluate si
subfinantate. Arhitectura actuala de finantare a UE nu reflecta in mod adecvat importanta
ecologica, economica si sociala a gestionarii durabile a padurilor. Desi acopera peste 43,5% din
teritoriul UE, padurile si alte terenuri impadurite beneficiaza de o parte disproportionat de mica
din investitiile directe — un dezechilibru care nu tine cont de serviciile publice esentiale pe care
acestea le ofera si de responsabilitatile din ce in ce mai mari ce li se atribuie.

Aceasta subfinantare are consecinte grave. Fara un sprijin financiar adecvat, coerent si pe termen
lung, UE isi va diminua semnificativ capacitatea de a-si atinge obiectivele Tn materie de
biodiversitate, clima si dezvoltare rurald. La fel de ingrijorator este riscul de a afecta
competitivitatea si rezilienta economica a Uniunii pe termen lung.

Neinvestind in solutii bazate pe padure, UE ar renunta la una dintre cele mai puternice parghii
pentru o crestere durabila — si ar pierde pozitia de lider global in bioeconomie, inovatie verde si
industrii orientate spre viitor. in mod critic, o atentie insuficientd acordats padurilor risca sa lase
in urma regiunile rurale si dependente de padure.

Pe masura ce UE pregateste urmatorul Cadru Financiar Multianual (CFM), a sosit momentul ca
padurile sa fie repozitionate ca pilon strategic al viitorului Europei.

Paduri reziliente — Bioeconomii reziliente:
doua fete ale aceleiasi monede

O Europa rezilienta si pregatita pentru viitor depinde de sanatatea padurilor sale si de puterea
bioeconomiilor pe care acestea le sustin. Aceste obiective nu sunt separate — ele sunt
interdependente.

Bioeconomia forestiera transforma gestionarea durabild a padurilor in valoare economica si
sociald. Prin ancorarea inovatiei in procesarea locala si lanturile de valoare cu valoare adaugata
ridicata, ele creeaza locuri de munca de calitate, sustin diversificarea si consolideaza structura
economica a regiunilor rurale si dependente de padure. Acest lucru este esential pentru
coeziunea teritoriala si pentru o tranzitie verde echitabila si incluziva — astfel incat nicio persoana
sau regiune sa nu fie lasata in urma.

in acelasi timp, inovatia forestiera oferd Europei oportunitatea de a-si reechilibra structura
comerciala si economica, valorificand expertiza sa traditionala si pozitia de lider global in solutii
bio bazate pe valoare adaugata — de la lemn tehnologic si chimie verde, pana la constructii
sustenabile, ambalaje si biomateriale avansate.

Dar valorificarea acestui potential necesita investitii tintite si conditii favorabile pentru ca
regiunile forestiere sa se modernizeze, sa se diversifice si sa isi extinda contributiile. Neglijarea
acestei legaturi inseamna pierderea unei parghii strategice pentru prosperitatea, stabilitatea
sociala si competitivitatea globala a Europei.
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Ce solicitam

Pentru a valorifica intregul potential al padurilor ca activ strategic al tranzitiei verzi europene,
solicitdm respectuos institutiilor europene si guvernelor nationale sa adopte masuri decisive in
urmatorul Cadru Financiar Multianual (CFM) si dincolo de acesta:

e Crearea unui mecanism dedicat de finantare UE pentru paduri, care sa reflecte valoarea
lor cheie pentru stabilitatea climatica, biodiversitate si rezilientd economica. Padurile
trebuie tratate la acelasi nivel cu alte sectoare strategice, precum energia, agricultura si
industriile strategice, in cadrul politicilor si investitiilor Uniunii.

e Recunoasterea formala a padurilor ca sector strategic pentru viitorul Europei — esential
pentru atingerea noii agende de competitivitate a UE, asa cum este prevazuta in Raportul
Draghi — pozitionandu-le drept catalizatori ai inovatiei, sustenabilitatii si dezvoltarii
rurale, contribuind totodata la Pactul Verde European, Legea privind restaurarea naturii si
obiectivele de neutralitate climatica.

e Implementarea unor scheme de compensare echitabile, transparente si bazate pe
performanta pentru proprietarii si administratorii de paduri care contribuie activ la
protejarea ecosistemelor, restaurare, adaptare climatica si practici durabile, in
conformitate cu principiile gestionarii apropiate de natura.

e Sprijinirea unei tranzitii juste pentru comunitatile dependente de padure, in special cele
afectate de restrictii specifice legate de protectia naturii, recunoscand ca mijloacele lor
de trai sunt legate de lanturile valorice bazate pe padure. Aceasta include investitii tintite
in bioeconomii forestiere si lanturi valorice sustenabile, care sa permita diversificarea
locala si sa asigure ca nicio regiune nu este lasata in urma.

e Investitii Tntr-o bioeconomie circulara bazatd pe padure, competitiva si durabila, care
genereaza locuri de munca in mediul rural, stimuleaza inovatia in tehnologiile verzi,
consolideaza autonomia strategica a UE si pozitia sa de lider in lanturile valorice de
produse din lemn cu valoare adaugata mare.

e Integrarea prioritatilor legate de paduri in toate instrumentele relevante de finantare ale
UE, asigurand obiective masurabile, echitate teritoriala si coeziune, precum si sprijin
adaptat la diversitatea peisajelor, modelelor de administrare si realitatilor socio-
economice ale statelor membre.

O abordare de investitii UE inteligenta,
echitabila si orientata spre viitor

Padurile Europei variaza semnificativ— ecologic, economic si social — insa actualele cadre de
finantare ignora aceasta diversitate si relevanta lor strategica. Aceasta deconectare limiteaza
capacitatea UE de a-si atinge obiectivele generale si accentueaza disparitatile teritoriale.
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Intr-o Europa unita, provocérile comune necesitd actiune colectiva si eforturi coordonate pentru
a asigura un raspuns mai puternic, coerent si sustenabil. Pentru a valorifica pe deplin potentialul
padurilor, investitiile UE trebuie sa evolueze. Avem nevoie de o abordare de finantare care sa fie:

e Strategica si bazata pe performanta, concentrata pe rezultate masurabile in materie de
sustenabilitate, rezilienta si inovatie;

e Sensibila larealitatile teritoriale, reflectand specificitatile diferitelor peisaje si comunitati
forestiere;

e Echitabila si orientata spre viitor, recunoscand eforturile din trecut si permitadnd
angajamente pe termen lung pentru gestionarea durabila a padurilor.

Sa actionam acum

Timpul se scurge pentru a asigura viitorul padurilor Europei. in lipsa unor investitii substantiale,
dedicate si coerente, riscam sa pierdem cea mai valoroasa infrastructura naturala — lasata in
degradare sub povara neglijentei si a promisiunilor neindeplinite.

O arhitectura de finantare echilibrata si strategica pentru paduri nu este doar o optiune — este o
necesitate pentru consolidarea pozitiei de lider a Europei in tranzitia verde globala, pentru
intarirea coeziunii sociale si pentru asigurarea prosperitatii generatiilor viitoare.

Facem apel la toate institutiile europene, guvernele nationale si partile interesate relevante — de
la nivel european pana la nivel local — sa se asigure ca padurile nu sunt ignorate, ci sprijinite
printr-un angajament financiar dedicat, echitabil si orientat spre viitor.

Investind impreuna in paduri, investim intr-un viitor prosper pentru Europa!

Bucuresti, mai 2025

Semnat de:
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