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Legislative initiative in Romania that will be in breach of the EU Habitats _
Directive by removing brown bear’s protection needs the urgent reaction of
the European Commission before it is too late

Dear Mr. Calleja Crespo,

We are writing to you to alert your office about the legislative proposal in Romania for the
modification and completion of the Hunting Law no. 407/2006, registered in the Romanian
Senate under no. L294/2019 (and registered in the Romanian Chamber of Deputies under no.
PL-x nr. 413/2019). o

This proposal significantly threatens the implementation and achievement of the Habitats
Directive’s objectives both in Romania and at an EU level. We would like to draw your attention
to an extremely serious matter that would lead to the flagrant violation (by the state institutions)
of the European legislation on nature conservation: On 25% September, the Romanian Senate,
approved among other very confusing and unnecessary amendments to the Romanian Hunting
Law no. 407/2006, the change of the hunting regime for the brown bear (Ursus
arctos), a species that is strictly protected under EU legislation. The Romanian
Chamber of Deputies (the decisive chamber) is likely to approve this at any time now; this would
lead to the immediate implementation of the new amendments, with major consequences for
the future of this species which is listed both in Annex IT and Annex IV of the Habitats Directive.

Details about the process:

- The Government of Romania put forward a recommendation regarding the aforementioned
legislative initiative, under no. 1005/01.07.2019, registered in the Senate on 12.07.2019. The
Government, through its recommendation, agreed on July 1%t 2019 to adopt the initiators’
legislative proposal. At that time, the legislative proposal in question did not aim to change the
bear hunting regime.



- The proposal was approved favorably and without amendments by the Defense Commision
(no. 262/04.09.2019), the Commission on the Environment (no.40/ 11.09.2019) and the Legal
Committee (151/24.09.2019) in the Senate.

- On September 24t 2019, the Commission on Agriculture, Food Industry and Rural
Development together with the Water, Forestry Commission submitted for debate and adoption
in the Senate plenary (for the next day), a Joint Report on the legislative proposal in question
(no. 218/24.09.2019 and no. 70/24.09.2019), containing new amendiments to the Hunting Law
no. 407/2006, among which was the amendment regardmg the change of the bear hunting
regime (an-amendment not includéd in the initial version of the legislative proposal and which
has not béen endorsed favorably by the other Senate Commissions or the Romanian
Government). _

- According to this new amendment (Art. IV) in the version approved by the Senate, for a period
of 5 years, the species Ursus arctos (species strictly protected under the Habitats Directive -
Annex II and Annex IV) is removed from Annex 2 (protected species) of the Hunting Law no.
407/2006 and moved to Annex 1 of this law, thus allowing the regular hunting of this species.
This amendment was adopted by the Senate of Romania on September 25t 2019, without taking
into account that it breaches both the national legislative provisions regarding the conservation
of biodiversity (Government Emergency Order no. 57/2007 with subsequent amendments and
completions) and the EU legislative provisions (the Habitats Directive).

- Immediately after the approval in the Senate, WWF Romania asked Prime- minister Viorica
Dincili to react to this initiative. From the afore-mentioned Joint Report, one can conclude that
the debate regarding the final legislative proposal was attended by representatives of the
Government Mr. Ion Cimpeanu - State Secretary at the Ministry of the Environment and Mr.
Ilie Mihalache - Director at the Ministry of Waters and Forests. However, to date, no official
reaction from these public institutions, or from the Romanian Government/Prime
minister Viorica Dincili, has been announced. We believe that the Romanian-
Government should have positioned itself against the adoption of such an amendment to the
Hunting Law no. 407/2006, highlighting that this amendment is not endorsed by the
European Commission and has no clear justifications based on specialized studies
regarding the bear population size and growth rate, etc.

- WWEF initiated a public petition against this specific amendment of the legislative proposal,
which has been supported by more than 30,000 Romanians.

- The initiative is now brought for approval to the Chamber of Deputies, the decisive chamber,
and is expected to be analized and approved shortly in the Commissions for'environment and
agriculture.

Taking into consideration both: the adoption procedure - the lack of an opinion of the
Senate’ Environment Commission on this amendment, as well as the content and legal
implications of this amendment on the European biodiversity conservation legislation, we
ask the European Commission to urgently issue an official opinion on the situation
and to request the removal of the amendment in question on the ground that it
would cause a breach of the EU Habitats Directive.

We urge the European Commission to react as promptly as possible, taking into
consideration that the final approval might come any time now.

Yours sincerely,



http://www.cdep.ro/proiecte/2019/400/10/3/se588.pdf
https://campaniamea.declic.ro/petitions/spunem-nu-vanatorii-neconditionate-de-ursi-1
http://www.cdep.ro/pls/proiecte/upl_pck.proiect?cam=2&idp=17797
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ASociaf;ia pentru Conservarea Diversitatii Biologice (ACDB)
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Animal Rescﬁe and Care Association

Animal Society

Fundatia Adapostul Speranta

Fundatia Visul Luanei



